Syphilitic buboes give much trouble, for the pus seems to inflame the sides of the cut, but these by patience and perseverance in pressure more or less even, then get well quicker than by the old process. The pus in these cases is peculiar, and would be termed, I suppose, gummatous.
Your correspondent Dr. Macnamara in the last paragraph of his paper alludes to it, and I fully confirm his opinion that it has the effect of curing the patient speedily.
My plan is to push a lancet to the bottom of the bubo early, and if there is much matter it wells out by the side of the lancet; at the same time I squeeze gently the bubo, to assist evacuation; if there is but a drop of matter, changing blood or inspissated blood it is got rid of; a pad and bandage are then firmly applied. If there is nothing to be got rid of when the lancet puncture is closed (supposing the bubo is a large one) I apply some plaster on leather over the bubo, and then the pad and bandage. I thus have the advantage of heat, moisture and pressure; feed the individual well, and make him take walking exercise. There is one caution which should be strictly attended to in the treatment of bubo or sinuses in the groin, and this is to prevent flexion of the thigh on the abdomen as much as possible ; a patient should never sit, but upon the opposite buttock, till cured.
Syphilitic buboes give much trouble, for the pus seems to inflame the sides of the cut, but these by patience and perseverance in pressure more or less even, then get well quicker than by the old process. The pus in these cases is peculiar, and would be termed, I suppose, gummatous.
I must confess I do not like potassa fusa, and prefer my single lancet puncture very early, as soon, in fact, as I can be certain of an inflamed, not painful, gland.
Some years ago a friend of mine unfortunately had a number of sinuses about the groin and upper part of the thigh, which an eminent London surgeon wished to shut up as being the quickest way of healing them, and he reluctantly yielded to my pad and bandage arrangement. As small collections of matter formed, the patient let out the matter by a lancet, and re-applied his pad. He entirely recovered without scars, which for a man is just as important as scars in the neck for a woman.
